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Overview

In the 1840s, used to predict the position of the then-undiscovered planet
after analyzing perturbations in the orbit of . Subsequent observations of
Neptune in the la. 

Pluto (minor-planet designation: 134340 Pluto) is a dwarf planet in the Kuiper
belt, a ring of bodies beyond the orbit of Neptune. It is the ninth-largest and
tenth-most-massive known object to directly orbit the Sun. It is the largest
known trans-Neptunian object by volume, by a small margin, but is less
massive than Eris. 

DiscoveryIn the 1840s, used to predict the position of the then-undiscovered
planet after. 

Pluto's orbital period is about 248 years. Its orbital characteristics are
substantially different from those of the planets, which follow nearly circular
orbits around the Sun close to a flat reference called the . In contrast, Pluto's
orbit is moderately . 

Pluto's diameter is 2376.6±3.2 km and its mass is (1.303±0.003)×10 kg,
17.7% that of the (0.22% that of Earth). Its is 1.774443×10 km , or just
slightly bigger than Russia or . 

Pluto has five known . The largest and closest to Pluto is . First identified in
1978 by astronomer . 

Pluto's , its day, is equal to 6.387 days.  Like and , Pluto rotates on its "side" in
its orbital plane, with an axial tilt of 120°, and so its seasonal variation is
extreme; at its , one-fourth of its surface is in continuous daylight. 

SurfaceThe plains on Pluto's surface are composed of more than 98 percent ,
with traces of methane and . 

Pluto has a tenuous consisting of (N2), (CH4), and carbon monoxide (CO),
which are in on Pluto's surface.  According to the. 

Where is Pluto located?
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It is located in the distant Kuiper Belt. Discovered in 1930, Pluto was long
considered our solar system's ninth planet. But after the discovery of similar
worlds deeper in the Kuiper Belt, Pluto was reclassified as a dwarf planet in
2006 by the International Astronomical Union. 

Why was Pluto reclassified as a dwarf planet?

Pluto was reclassified as a dwarf planet in 2006 by the International
Astronomical Union because other objects might cross its orbit. Pluto is a
complex and mysterious world with mountains, valleys, plains, craters, and
glaciers. It is located in the distant Kuiper Belt. Discovered in 1930, Pluto was
long considered our solar system's ninth planet. 

Is Pluto a dwarf planet?

Surface temp. Pluto (minor-planet designation: 134340 Pluto) is a dwarf planet
in the Kuiper belt, a ring of bodies beyond the orbit of Neptune. It is the ninth-
largest and tenth-most- massive known object to directly orbit the Sun. It is
the largest known trans-Neptunian object by volume, by a small margin, but is
less massive than Eris. 

Is Pluto a double planet?

Pluto is orbited by five known moons, the largest of which is Charon. Charon is
about half the size of Pluto itself, making it the largest satellite relative to the
planet it orbits in our solar system. Pluto and Charon are often referred to as a
"double planet." The only spacecraft to explore Pluto up close was NASA's New
Horizons. 

What is Pluto 101?

Pluto 101 Pluto is one of the most mysterious and controversial celestial
objects in the solar system. Find out what most mystifies scientists and
stargazers about this dwarf planet. Learn more about dwarf planets and
Pluto's role in our solar system. 

How does Pluto travel around the Sun?

Almost all the planets in our solar system travel around the Sun in nearly
perfect circles. But Pluto does not. It takes an oval-shaped path with the Sun
nowhere near its center. What's more, its path is quite tilted from the nice,
orderly plane where most of the planets orbit.
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Solar system pluto planet

  

Why is Pluto not a planet? , Space

Pluto's so-called demotion from planetary status
raises larger issues about how to define any
object in the solar system, or even in space more
generally. It shows that science cannot,
sometimes  

  

In Depth , Our Solar System - NASA Solar
System Exploration

Introduction The planetary system we call home
is located in an outer spiral arm of the Milky Way
galaxy. Our solar system consists of our star, the
Sun, and everything bound to it by gravity - the
planets Mercury, Venus, Earth, Mars, Jupiter,
Saturn, Uranus, and  

  

Why Isn't Pluto Considered a Planet? 

Under the new rules of planethood, the solar
system had eight planets, and Pluto wasn't one
of them. The wider public doesn't usually get
riled up about the solar system, but this decision
was  

  

ESA Science & Technology 

Once considered to be the ninth planet in the
Solar System, Pluto was reclassified as a dwarf
planet in 2006. Physical Properties Property Unit
Value Earth = 1 Equatorial radius km 1195 0.187
Polar radius km 1195 0.180 Flattening 0.0000 0.0
Mass (x10 )  
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What Is Pluto? (Grades 5-8) 

Pluto is a dwarf planet. A dwarf planet is round
and orbits the sun just like the eight major
planets of the solar system. A dwarf planet also
is much smaller than a planet, but it is not a
moon because a dwarf planet orbits the sun. On
average, Pluto is a distance

  

Solar system planets, order and formation
-- a guide , Space

In a highly controversial decision, the
International Astronomical Union ultimately
decided in 2006 to designate Pluto as a "dwarf
planet," reducing the list of the solar system's
true planets to  

  

Pluto, the Kuiper Belt's most famous dwarf
planet 

Exploring Pluto brings us closer to understanding
the Kuiper Belt, an almost alien region within our
own solar system. What can Pluto's moon system
teach us about other KBOs with similar ...
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Pluto , Size, Moons, Temperature, & Facts ,
Britannica

Pluto, large, distant member of the solar system
that formerly was regarded as the outermost and
smallest planet also was considered the most
recently discovered planet, having been found in
1930. In August 2006 ...

  

Pluto is no longer a planet -- or is it? 

For 76 years, Pluto was the beloved ninth planet.
No one cared that it was the runt of the solar
system, with a moon half its size. No one minded
that it had a tilted, oval-shaped orbit. Pluto was a
weirdo, but it was our weirdo. "Children identify
with its smallness  

  

Planet , Definition, Characteristics, & Facts
, Britannica

In August 2006, after intense debate over the
question of Pluto's planetary status, the general
assembly of the IAU approved a definition for a
solar system planet that excluded Pluto. At the
same time, it defined a new distinct class of
objects called dwarf planets, for which Pluto
qualified., for which Pluto qualified.

  

Planet Sizes and Locations in Our Solar
System

Pluto Pluto is the largest dwarf planet in our solar
system, just slightly larger than Eris, at number
two. Pluto has an equatorial diameter of about
1,477 miles (2,377 kilometers). Pluto is about
1/5th the width of Earth.
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Pluto Information and Facts , National
Geographic

Pluto 101 Pluto is one of the most mysterious
and controversial celestial objects in the solar
system. The world was introduced to dwarf
planets in 2006, when petite Pluto was stripped
of its  

  

Planets in Order From the Sun , Pictures,
Facts, and  

In this article, I'll provide useful information
about each planet in our solar system, and
explain why Pluto is considered a 'dwarf planet'.
How to Remember the Planets in Order Even
though there are only 8 official planets in the
solar system, it can be ...

  

How Many Planets are in our Solar System?
, Facts & Amount

You could say that there are 13 planets in our
Solar System, maybe even more. Pluto isn't the
only dwarf planet orbiting the Sun; there are
others as well. The dwarf planets Ceres, Haumea,
Makemake, and Eris, are also orbiting our Sun, so
there are actually 13

  

About the Planets 

Our solar system has eight planets, and five
dwarf planets - all located in an outer spiral arm
of the Milky Way galaxy called the Orion Arm.
Beyond Neptune, a newer class of smaller worlds
called dwarf planets reign, including longtime ...
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The Planets In Order , From The Sun,
Information, ...

The planets of our Solar System are listed based
on their distance from the Sun. There are, of
course, the dwarf planets Ceres, Pluto, Haumea,
Makemake, and Eris; however, they are in a
different class. Among ...

  

Solar System Facts 

Our solar system extends much farther than the
planets that orbit the Sun. The solar system also
includes the Kuiper Belt that lies past Neptune's
orbit. This is a ring of icy bodies, almost all
smaller than the most popular Kuiper Belt Object
- dwarf planet Pluto.

  

Planets of our Solar System 

Watch this video to find out more about the
Earth, planets in our Solar System and other
planets far off in outer space. From up here on
the International Space Station I get a great view
of Earth  

  

Five Years after New Horizons' Historic
Flyby, Here Are 10  

Five years ago today, NASA's New Horizons
spacecraft made history. After a voyage of nearly
10 years and more than 3 billion miles, the
intrepid piano-sized probe flew ...
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Why Is Pluto No Longer a Planet? ,
Britannica

In 2006 the International Astronomical Union
(IAU) demoted the much-loved Pluto from its
position as the ninth planet from the Sun to one
of five "dwarf planets." The IAU had likely not
anticipated the widespread outrage that followed
the change in the solar system's lineup.

  

Pluto Information and Facts , National
Geographic

Pluto. Learn more about dwarf planets and
Pluto's role in our solar system. 3 min read. The
world was introduced to dwarf planets in 2006,
when petite Pluto was stripped of its planet
status and 

  

Planets in the Solar System 

Our solar system consists of the Sun, which is a
star, eight planets, 146 moons, numerous
comets, asteroids, and other celestial objects like
space rocks and ice. Additionally, there are
several dwarf planets, including Pluto. The eight
planets in order of their  

  

What Pluto can teach us about planets and
our solar system 

What Pluto can teach us about planets and our
solar system : Short Wave Pluto hasn't been a
planet for almost 20 years. In the early 2000s,
scientists discovered several objects of a similar
size  
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Solar System 

[45] [46] Most of the planets in the Solar System
have secondary systems of their own, being
orbited by natural satellites called moons. hence
the demotion of Pluto to a dwarf planet, [307]
and further interest in trans-Neptunian objects.
[308] See also  

  

Pluto , Size, Moons, Temperature, & Facts ,
Britannica

Pluto is a complex and mysterious world with
mountains, valleys, plains, craters, and maybe
glaciers. Discovered in 1930, Pluto was long
considered our solar system's ninth planet. But
...

  

Pluto: Everything you need to know about
the dwarf planet

Pluto was once considered the ninth planet in the
solar system, it was demoted in 2006 to dwarf
planet status. We explore this icy body in more
detail here. Skip to main content

  

Science 101: Pluto 

Transcript (English) - [Narrator] At the edge of
the solar system, Pluto pushes the boundaries of
our understanding of the universe. Nestled within
the far-flung Kuiper Belt, the dwarf planet is
believed to be one of countless celestial objects
left over from the formation  
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Is Pluto a planet? , Astronomy 

In 1930 a young astronomer from Kansas,
employed as an observer at Lowell Observatory
in Arizona, discovered Pluto. It was the first
planet in the solar system to have been
discovered since 1846  

  

Pluto By the Numbers - NASA Solar System
Exploration

Pluto was once our solar system's ninth planet,
but has been reclassified as a dwarf planet. It's
located in the Kuiper Belt. This site is maintained
by the Planetary Science Communications team
at NASA's Jet Propulsion Laboratory for ...

  

How Many Planets Are in Our Solar System? 

Pluto, a dwarf planet, was classified as one of the
solar system planets when it was first discovered
by Clyde Tombaugh. However, it is now
considered to be one of the largest known
members of the Kuiper Belt -- a collection of icy
...

  

Pluto 

Pluto is a dwarf planet located in a distant region
of our solar system beyond Neptune known as
the Kuiper Belt. Pluto was long considered our
ninth planet, but the International Astronomical
Union reclassified Pluto as a dwarf planet in ...

  

Powered by VDB Solar Solutions

/is-pluto-a-planet?-,-astronomy/
/how-many-planets-are-in-our-solar-system?/


Page 12/12

All About Pluto , NASA Space Place - NASA
Science for Kids

Pluto is a dwarf planet that lies in the Kuiper [KI-
per] Belt. It's an area full of icy bodies and other
dwarf planets at the edge of our solar system.
Pluto is known as the "King of ...

  

Spacepedia 

Pluto is the largest object in the Kuiper belt and
the second-largest known dwarf planet in the
Solar System. Axial tilt Like Uranus, Pluto is lying
on its "side", with an axial tilt of 120Âº, leading
to extreme seasonal variations. At its solstices,
one-fourth of the planet  
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